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TRANSCRIPT

Knitting with Handspun

It’s so exciting, you have your first finished yarn in hand! With your first yarn, you might just want to take pictures 
of it, and keep it as a souvenir. But ultimately, I think we are learning to spin our own yarns, not just to make a 
collection of yarns, but to actually use that yarn for something. 

In order to use your hand spun, you need to know a couple of things about it. First, you’ll likely want to know how 
much yardage there is in your skein. I’m pretty lucky that I invested in a yardage counter many years ago. So after 
I finish my yarn, I put it back on the swift, and I set up the yardage counter between the swift and the ball winder, 
and the counter will count the yardage as I wind the skein into a ball for knitting or weaving. 

If you don’t have this kind of set up, you can also use your niddy noddy on it to count yardage. If you know the 
skein’s circumference that your nidddy noddy makes, you can then just count all the strands in your skein, and 
then multiply that by the circumference to get the total yardage. 

The next thing that you’ll want to know is the yarn weight, or the thickness of your yarn. Generally, we figure out 
the yard weight by doing a quick wraps per inch measurement. That means taking your yarn, and wrapping it 
gently around a ruler for one inch. Then you count the number of strands that fit into a one inch space. The wraps 
per inch number corresponds to different knitting yarns and their weights. For example, a 7 to 8 wraps per inch is 
roughly a bulky to aran weight yarn. And 9 to 11 wraps per inch is a worsted weight yarn. 

Another thing that you might like to know is what knitting needle size to start using with your hand spun, if you’re 
thinking about knitting with it. One starting point for finding the right needle size is to take a needle gauge and 
fold your yarn in half, insert the folded loop into the needle gauge to find the one that fits best. And then you use 
the needle size to knit your test swatch. 

Now that you know the weight of your yarn, and the total yardage, you can starting looking for project ideas. You 
can look on Ravelry, search for patterns with an upper limit of that yardage that you have, and then plus you can 
put a filter on Ravelry to find just that weight yarn that you have. So, great ways to use your first hand spun might 
be something like you know, very easy mitts, fingerless mitts, like the campfire mitts pattern. Or the 200 yards 
shawlette pattern. Just a simple hat might work too. 

I would love to see what you make with your first hand spun. Even if you just put it up on your bookshelf to admire. 
You can post your photos on Instagram with the hashtag of #schoolofsweetgeorgia or you can share your photos 
with us in the discussion forum in the “Share Your Wins” section.


