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TRANSCRIPT

Creating Muddy Colours

So one of the biggest fears that people have is when they’re dyeing that they’re worried about making a muddy 
colour. So, one of the ways that you can start to avoid muddy colours is to be sure of how you make a muddy colour. 

So in this case what I’m going to do is I’m going to mix together the three different primaries that we were talking 
about. So I’m gonna mix together this golden yellow, this red, and the blue. And mix them together and see if I 
can produce sort of like a murky gray green brown neutral colour. I’m gonna add some red to that and see what 
happens. And then finally we’re gonna add some of that blue. And the three of them mixed together made kind of 
a browny green. I wonder if I can make it a little bit more, I could make it little bit more green, or I could make it a 
little bit more brown. It’s actually made kind of a mushroomy kind of colour. 

So this is actually quite a nice neutral this could become a warm gray colour that you could be dyeing with. But 
this is actually formed out of those three primaries. So now I can take this brown colour and I could slightly move it 
into different directions. I could take it and maybe add a little bit more red to it, see what happens on this side. More 
subdued red, and then add a little bit of blue. It’s making kind of an interesting blue colour. And that’s kind of how 
you make an olive green colour. 

So you’ve got all those primaries mixed together with predominantly yellow, adding more golden yellow to the 
mix, and you can make yourself quite a nice little olive green. So let’s try that with the other primary colours here. 
So we’re gonna use that lemon yellow to start. And add some of that magenta. Okay, and that blue. So we’ve made 
ourselves a muddy brown colour there. Okay, so now like before, if I wanted to sort of push it in this pink direction, 
that’s happening here. Or in the blue direction. That’s kind of a dove gray, its a cool purpley gray colour. And 
another kind of ochrey kind of colour. 

Okay, so a couple of different ways to make kind of muddy colours, but now that you know how the colours are 
formed, how you get this sort of elephant gray, or dove gray, or slate gray. If you know how these colours are 
mixed then you can either move towards this direction if you really enjoy this, or you can work to really avoid it by 
sticking with colours that are adjacent to each other on the colour wheel, rather than working with colours that are 
equidistant to each other on the colour wheel.


