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TRANSCRIPT

Creating a Gradation Between Two Colours

For this very last exercise, I want to make a gradation between two complementary colours. I’m gonna uses these 
coloured pencils this time because it might be a little bit easier to be very careful about how much colour is being 
added to each one of these little swatches that I want to make. I’m gonna show you and I’m gonna make a gradation 
of about five different swatches and try to show a difference between those five swatches. 

A purple, to yellow. I’ve chosen some complementary colours here. I’m using a purple, which is already premixed. 
If you are working with paints, then you can mix your own purple dye or mix your own purple paint from the red 
and the blue. But in this case I’m just gonna use what’s already available. I’m just gonna start with making swatches 
of yellow. This one is gonna be solid yellow. This is gonna be a little bit less yellow. A little bit less. A little bit less. 
Then in this case we’re gonna do purple. This is gonna be solid purple. Then we will do less purple. 

Okay. I’ve just drawn five swatches here, one that is solid yellow, one that’s solid purple, and then three in the 
middle that are sort of mixes of those two colours in various proportions. Now I’m just gonna add a little bit of 
water to mix these all together. Okay, I’m hoping that you can see very clearly that the purple on its own is super 
saturated and really, really vibrant purple. The yellow on its own is also very pure and saturated and clean looking. 
It’s a very clean looking yellow. But now, just adding a tiny touch of purple to that yellow, it’s already starting to 
look a little bit murky and a little bit green. Then in the middle when we do approximately 50/50, we’re getting a 
nice olive green colour. It’s a muddy, olive green colour. Then this purple with a tiny little bit of yellow has subdued 
it. It doesn’t look nearly as saturated or as pure or as vibrant as before. This is actually really, really nice looking. It’s 
a very neutral purple. It’s almost like the purple that I’m wearing right now. Purple that’s been subdued a little bit 
with its complement. 

Now you can do this with all of the other complementary colours. We could pick a green here and we could do the 
same exercise with the red. This is called cherry and field green. We could try this one now. Okay, so there you go. 
I mean I could honestly do this all day long. I could just make these swatches over and over again all day long. Just 
to learn about how different colours mix together, how they blend together. What happens when you use just a tiny 
little touch of one colour and mix it together with another colour. 

I think there’s lots of valuable lessons that you can learn just from working with very simple, inexpensive tools for 
working with colour. It doesn’t have to be your expensive dyes, but all of the knowledge that you learn using these 
exercises can be translated absolutely into whatever dye work you’re doing.


