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TRANSCRIPT

Winding a Straight Sequence

Okay, so the very first thing that I’m gonna try is I’m gonna try to make one big circumference yarn using this 
guide string. And I’m gonna try and do it using this smaller warping board. I have just placed it on the table here, 
and I’m gonna use these two sort of quick grip things to just make sure that it doesn’t slide around anywhere. So 
I’m just gonna pin it to my table. 

Okay. And just to make it not confusing for everybody, I’m gonna take this guide string off of here. So what I wanna 
do is to make sure that this guide string doesn’t in any way overlap itself. So I’m gonna find some kind of a path 
where this can go. And I’m not sure what this path is gonna be. Let me see. So the goal is going to be to try to put as 
much as the guide string as possible onto the warping board. And then for whatever excess is left over, I’m gonna 
place it around a peg maybe close to the doorway or something like that. 

Okay, so I have the majority of the guide string looped around this smaller warping board. And then I have the 
excess basically hooked around one little spot on my spinning wheel. So now we’re gonna take our skein of yarn 
and we’re gonna try to wind it, following the same path as the guide string. And so you can see in a couple of spots 
here, this is where one of the loops is. This is where another one of the loops is. And then another one of the loops is 
close to the spinning wheel over there. And so all of those spots are gonna mark off each of the sections that have 
to be dyed a specific colour. 

So let’s start at that end where one of the knots is, or where the beginning and the end of that guide string have 
been tied together. So I just do a little overhand knot and make a loop here, so that it’ll be easy to tuck this around 
the first guide string. Okay, so I’m gonna follow the path. Okay, we’re gonna go around to the spinning wheel loop 
and back. Okay, I’m gonna time myself to see how long it takes for me to do this. I think it’s gonna take a bit of time. 

Okay, so we have gotten to the end of this skein, 425 yards. I think you’ve watched me walk around here 45 times 
already. And what I wanna do is, the end of the skein doesn’t necessarily correspond with any one of these sections. 
And I wanna tie it off as close as possible to one of the knots as I can, to minimize any sort of... Well, I don’t want 
the skein to get tangled, that’s for sure. So I need to be able to tie it down. But I wanna tie it down into a spot that’s 
not gonna be super conspicuous or cause any issues with a tie resisting the dye or something like that. So I wanna 
tie it as close as possible to one of those knot sections. So one of the knots is close to the spinning wheel, so I’m just 
gonna tie it off there. 

I have completely finished winding that entire skein of yarn onto this warping board and the spinning wheel over 
there. And as you can hopefully see, this is basically one big giant circle that’s just been folded with a lot of the 
yarn sort of taken up, as much as possible taken up by this warping board. And the whole reason for that is just to 
minimize the amount of walking back and forth, to make this process a little bit more efficient, even though it’s 
super inefficient. So the next thing I need to do is to tie off the yarn at those points where we originally had those 
knots on the guide string, because that will tell me, you know, between this knot and this knot, this is something 
that needs to be dyed a certain colour. Between this knot and this knot, this is gonna be dyed colour B or whatever 



DYEING COMPLEX COLOUR // FELICIA LO // SCHOOL OF SWEETGEORGIA  2
COPYRIGHT © 2018 FELICIA LO, SWEETGEORGIA YARNS INC. THESE NOTES ARE COMPILED BY FELICIA LO. PLEASE DO NOT REPRODUCE.

it is. So I’m gonna find those spots where the knots were originally. One of them was here, where we first started the 
skein, and one of them is over here. 

And so what I’m gonna do is I’m just gonna take this yarn, this green yarn, so that I can see what I’m doing. And 
just cut a couple spots, and I’m just gonna tie this off. Now I don’t want to include the guide string in with my work. 
I’m gonna leave the guide string because I’m gonna reuse it for my second skein of yarn. And so I’m tying these 
ties tight enough so that they won’t move, but I don’t want them so tight that they leave this little white resist when I 
do the dyeing. So I’m gonna try as much as possible to sort of dye around that little green knot every time I’m doing 
that actual dyeing part, because I don’t want it to be perfectly white underneath that little tie. And so at the start, we 
had that little loop that went around the peg to get started. And I’m just gonna go through that loop to make sure 
that I capture the start of the yarn. Great. 

So now I have the three spots tied off. But what I also want to do is I don’t want to just undo this, because I’m afraid 
that it might get tangled. These sections that are 112 inches long, it’s still quite a long sort of length of yarn and 
it could get tangled. So what I’m gonna do is I’m gonna tie a couple of very, very loose ties through here, so that I 
make sure that it’s not gonna fall apart while I’m doing the dyeing. In order to make it more obvious which ones 
are the ties for demarcating the ends of the colour, I made those ties in green. And I’m gonna make the rest of these 
dyeing ties just in that natural colour. So these ones are going to be very loose figure eight kind of ties, just to keep 
the yarn together. Now because everything has been tied off, I’m going to pull the spinning wheel towards me a 
little bit so that I can get a little bit more slack. And then I’m gonna pull all this off. Okay, so we have between this 
section and... This knot. This yarn... Is all gonna be one colour. 

So basically I have the entire skein, and it’s all lumped up. And so you can see, there’s three different ties. The 
section between this tie and this tie, this is gonna be one colour. The section between this tie and this tie, this is 
gonna be, say, colour B. And the section here, this is gonna be colour C. So now we basically just have to figure 
out how much dye needs to go onto each one of these sections, and then we can head to the dye studio and put the 
colour on the yarn. 

So because I don’t want these to all fall apart and get messed up and tangled before we actually get to the dye 
studio to dye them, I’m just gonna take each one of these sections and just chain it up like a little crochet chain, 
to make sure that it doesn’t fall apart. Okay, so now that’s all been kind of crochet chained up, and that’s one 
section. And so that won’t go anywhere and we won’t get that tangled. Same as the other sections. So there is our 
yarn, prepped for dyeing. So this is one big long skein, and each one of these little chains is eventually gonna be a 
different colour.


