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TRANSCRIPT

Variable 3: Water

Number three is water. Students are often surprised to hear that the volume of water does not effect the intensity of 
the colour that gets dyed on the yarn or the fibre. You would think that if you put some dye into a giant pot of water, 
that it would create a very, pale or diluted colour, as compared with putting the same volume of dye in a smaller 
container. But in fact, the only thing that effects the intensity or the depth of shade of your colour, is the weight 
of dye relative to the weight of the fibre. The effect of water is simply that it allows the colour to move around and 
results in a smoother, more evenly dyed fibre. 

For example, to dye this one hank of yarn you could have a pot full of water, so a lot of water, relative to the yarn, 
and you would get a solid, evenly dyed skein of yarn. This is called immersion dying or solid-shade dying. Or, you 
could have the water level just covering the yarn, so there would be less space for the dye to move around. This 
process is called low-water immersion dying and it produces colours that are gently variegated and have sort of a, 
water-colour look to them. 

And finally, you could add no additional water, beyond the water that’s used to mix the dye stock solutions. This is 
called handpainting and that produces colours that are very distinct and clear in the skein. 

So, the amount of water in a dye process has a huge effect on the appearance of the yarn, but again, it doesn’t 
change the overall intensity of the colour. It changes how blotchy or distinct the colour appears.


