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TRANSCRIPT

W & T Short Rows

Our advent 2020 shawl this year features wrap and turn short rows. Some of you might be familiar with that, some 
of you might not, and so I thought I would take this opportunity to show you how I work short rows in the advent 
shawl. Now in the pattern it’s going to have you work until X number of stitches. In this particular swatch example, 
I’m going to work until three stitches before the end or three stitches before the last wrap. So let me get there.... One 
more. And that’s what that looks like. Here is the wrap that I have worked from a previous row and here are the two 
stitches before it, and that’s where I need to stop. So I’ve stopped two stitches before the last wrap.

To work a wrap and turn stitch, you have to have the wrap done first before you can do anything else. And to do 
that, I simply remember slip wrap slip. What that means is you’re going to keep your yarn here at the back for that 
knit stitch. You’re going to slip it right over without working it, bring that working yarn to the front, slip the stitch 
back and turn your work. Okay. So here we basically wrapped the yarn around the stitch. Now, if the next row, when 
you turn is a lace row, then you’re just going to go straight into purling. If the next row is a knit row, you’re going to 
keep the yarn at the back and start knitting just like that. Either way, the yarn is wrapped around that stitch. Let me 
work to the end here, and I’m going to show you how we pick up and knit those wraps.

Here we are. I have a couple of wraps here. One, two, three, and four. You can also distinguish your wrap zone by 
those gaps made by the turning. So anytime you see in the pattern where it says work until you know, two stitches 
before your last wrap, you can use those gaps as a guide to kind of give you a little, a little heads up that you’re 
getting close to it. When you are done working your wrap and turn rows, then you’re going to eventually come to 
a row where you’re going to pick up and knit those wraps, or hide them, so to speak. And so I’m going to show you 
how to do that. Now this is just stockinette stitch. So you’re just going to work whatever pattern is indicated. So I’m 
knitting all the way until I get to that first wrapped stitch. Here it is right here. What I’m going to do is I’m going 
to come under that stitch then straight into the stitch on the needle, and I’m going to wrap my yarn and I’m going 
to pull it all the way through both loops, just like that. So the wrap is hidden right here. There it is. And our knit 
stitches on the front. It looks a little elongated, but it hides the stitch or hides the wrap really well back there. That’s 
a knit one. Let me show you how that looks again. I’m going to come right under then into your back stitch to knit 
like normal, except when you pull the yarn through, you’re pulling it through both the wrap and the stitch, just like 
that. Can you see that on there? And you’re going to do that all the way down to the very end of the row.

So why do we work short rows? Simply because and you can see it so very clear here. This is where we did not work 
any rows. What we did is we came to here, turned back out, back out, back out. So we’re getting longer and longer 
and longer on this edge, working more rows while this remains untouched. So it is a unique way. It’s a fun way of 
shaping your piece and elongating certain sections. And at the same time, it’s nearly invisible. You can see a little 
bit where I have overstretched stitch there, but all of the wraps have been hidden. The only visible difference here 
that we have, that we can firmly know what’s going on is that we have more rows here than we do over here. So we 
have elongated this side. It is a great way of shaping and creating visual interest in anything from garments to 
accessories. And especially for our advent 2020 shawl project. I hope this tutorial has helped you out and you enjoy 
your knitting.


